
	





HETERO-
SEXUAL 

PRIVILEGE: 
Assumes all people 

are "straight"; No threat 
of violence or loss due to 

gender orientation; Defines 
gender roles and relationships; 

Hetero relationships validated by 
all social and governmental 

institutions. 

ECONOMIC ABUSE: 
Loss of or restrictions on job and/or 

status if "o ut"; Deny economic benefits to 
same sex partner; Deny housing

COERCION/THREATS: 
Gay-bashing; anti-homosexual laws; Threats to "out."; 

"Don’t ask/don’t tell" policies.

INTIMIDATION: 
Homophobic jokes; looks, gestures, actions causing fear; 

Destroying property. Displaying weapons; "Baiting."

EMOTIONAL ABUSE: 
Forcing GLBT’s to deny their relationships and gender orientation; 

Name-calling; Humiliation. Lack of or distorted images; stereotyping; 
Labeling homosexuality as an illness or sin.

ISOLATION: 
Limits on safe places. Limits on ability to safely disclose.  Shunning.

PHYSICAL VIO
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Heterosexism is a system of individual, societal and institutional practices aimed at maintaining 
power and control over others and is based on the belief that in the superiority of heterosexuals 

evidenced in the exclusion of non-heterosexuals in policies, procedures, events and activities, as well 
as the stigmatization and the demeaning of nonhetersexuality in cultural institutions.  A major aspect of 

heterosexism is homophobia which is prejudice, discrimination, harassment, or acts of violence 
resulting from fear or hatred of homosexuals.

Sacred Circle - National Resource Center to End Violence Against Native Women

CHILDREN:  
Threats to take children away.  
Equating homosexuality with 

pedophilia.

MINIMIZE, LIE AND BLAME: 
Historic ignoring of GLBT’s.  

Shifting responsibility for abusive 
behavior.  Saying the abuse didn’t 

happen or isn’t serious.








