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Human Rights

* Rightsinherent to being human.

» Rights held individually and also rights held collectively
by indigenous peoples.

» Rightstobe enjoyed without discrimination.

» Rightstobe free of violence.
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International Human Rights Law

» Law governing how countries (“states”) treat individuals.

» Obligatescountriesto protect human rightsand comply
with human rights standards.

» Rootedin the United Nationsand regional systemslike the
Organization of American States.

Using International Advocacy to
Restore Safety to Native Women

Raise global awareness.

Educate U.S. about its international
human rights obligationsto Native

women. ; Declaration
0rms§ Covenant Vioknce
. o Discrimination RI hts
Provide new arguments for law flomen  Convention
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Complement grassroots efforts
with top-down pressure by
shaming the U.S. in the
international arena.
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United Nations Headquarters (Geneva,
Switzerland)
(There isalso a headquartersin NYC)

Global-193 MemberCountries

Global and Regional
International Advocacy

Organization of American States
General Secretariat Building
(Washington, D.C.)

Regional =35 Member Countriesin the Americas

UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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World Supportforthe
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

First draftedin 1977.

Finally adopted on Sept. 13, 2007.

143 countries voted for it.

4 countries opposed it, including the United States.

The United States was the last of the 4 to reverse its position.

On December 16, 2010, President Obama announced the United
States’ support for the Declaration.

Women’s Rights: Article 22

» 22(1): Particular attention shall be paid to the rightsand
special needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, children
and persons with disabilities in the implementation of this
Declaration.

» 22(2): Statesshall take measures, in conjunction with
indigenous peoples, to ensure that indigenous womenand
children enjoy the full protectionand guaranteesagainst
all forms of violence and discrimination.
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UN World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
(NYC - September 2014)

UN Headquarters in NYC
September 2014

UN World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
Outcome Document

Decisionsin the Outcome Document:

Create an implementing body for the UN Declaration

Enhance participation of indigenous govemments in UN activities
Address violence against indigenous women

Paragraph 19:

Invites the Commission on the Status of Women to consider empowerment of indigenous womenat a
future session.

Invites the Human Rights Council to examine the causes and consequences of violence against indigenous
women and girls.
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UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW60)
(NYC — March 14-24, 2016)

* Raise awareness with special attention
to violence against Alaska Native women

* Press for action to end violence against
indigenous women by carrying out
decisions of the World Conference, and
urge the Commission to consider the
empowerment of indigenous women

* Develop contacts with key states and
UN officials and staff

* Develop our alliances among NGOs,
indigenous peoples and women, and
others

* Increase our capacity to do this work

UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW60)
(NYC — March 14-24, 2016)
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CSW60 Parallel Event
(NYC —March 22, 2016)
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Indigenous Women's Movements to End Violence Against
American Indian, Alaska Native, and Aboriginal Women

March 22,2016 at 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
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Together We Are Stronger
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CSW60- What did we achieve?
(NYC — March 14-24, 2016)

= Empowerment of indigenous women as a
focus area of CSW61 in 2017

= Agreed Conclusions include prevent and
eliminate violence and discrimination against
indigenous women and girls
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Human Rights Council 32" Session
(Geneva —June 13 —July 1, 2016)

Advocacy by Native nations and Native
women’s organizations at the 32"d
Session of the HRC:

e Annual Full-Day Discussion on
Women’s Human Rights, including panel
on violence against indigenous women

e Dialogue with Working Group on
discrimination against women and
Special Rapporteur on violence against
women

. . i ) - /d
® Annual resolution on violence B walkel® ) = u
against women, including indigenous S Moian JigResourt s
women and girls

Working Group on Discrimination Against Women
(U.S. Country Visit — November 30-December 11, 2015)

The Working Group found:

* An “overall picture of women'’s
missing rights,” and

* “Alarming high rates of violence
against Native American women.”

The Working Group recommended that the
United States:

“Empower Native American tribes to ensure justice
in their communities through the exercise of full
criminal jurisdiction within their lands” and fully
http://www.ohchr.org/ EN/Issues /W omen/ W GW omen/ Pages/ WGW Implement VAWA 2013 .

omenindex.aspx
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Organization of American States
(Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic —June 15, 2016)

American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Adopted by the OAS General Assembly on June 15,2016
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Article 7 on gender equality addresses the right of indigenous women

How Can You Use International Advocacy
to Promote Safety for Native Women Domestically?

» Educate the federal government about the United States’
international obligations, especially under Article 22 of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which calls on
on countries to take measures to ensure indigenous women and
children are protected against violence and discrimination.

e Raise awareness.

* Educate Congress and their staffers about the United States’
international obligations.

» Useit toadvocate for improved legislation, policy, and practices.




Upcoming Dates for Advocacy
and World Conference Follow-Up

Human Rights Council 33" Session (Geneva, September 13-30, 2016)

O Half-day panel on causes and consequences of violence againstindigenous
women and girls —annual discussion on indigenous peoples’ rights

UN General Assembly, 71 Session (NYC, September 2016-
September 2017)
o High level event marking 10t anniversary of the UN Declaration

Commission on the Status of Women 61 Session (NYC March 2017)
O Violence against indigenous women and girls as a focus area

For more information, please visit us at:

Alaska Native Women’s Resource Center

Tamra (Tami) Truett Jerue, Director
tamijerue59 @gmail.com

Indian Law Resource Center

602 N. Ewing Street
Helena, MT 59601
(406) 449-2006
MT@indianlaw.org
www.indianlaw.org
www.facebook.com/indianlawresourcecenter

INDIAN LAWRESDLIRCE CENTER

CENTRO DE RECURSOS JURIDICOS PARA LOS PUEBLOS INDIGENAS
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