PREFERRED OFFICER OPTIONS
WHEN BOTH PARTIES USE VIOLENCE

Has one party
used illegal
violence and the
other party acted
in self-defense?

YES

Single
|  Arrest

When both parties use
violence, officers should
not make a dual arrest if
they believe one party
may have acted in self-
defense.

Is one party the Do both parties
predominant pose a significant
aggressor? (See YES | danger to each
— “Criteria for )| Other and so need
Predominant to be placed
Aggressor under the
Arrest.” controls of
criminal court
intervention?
NO
NO
YES
| Dual | Predominant |
|  Arrest | | Aggressor |

| Arrest |

Dual arrest should be
made only if (1) there
IS no basis to establish
that one party is the
predominant aggressor
or (2) one party is the
predominant aggressor
but both parties pose a
significant danger to
each.

Officers should
typically arrest only the
predominant aggressor.

“Domestic Violence: The Law Enforcement Response”
by Law Enforcement Training Center & Duluth Domestic Violence Abuse Intervention Project

256



