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1 In some cases, a particular animal may not be appropriate, and the laws about service animals recognize this. For 
example, poisonous snakes would not be appropriate in public places, nor would rats be appropriate in restaurants. 
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2 As of January 2009, the ADA is undergoing rule changes that may limit the types of animals that can be designated 
service animals and may provide fewer protections for people using emotional support animals. These potential 
changes will have little or no effect on shelters in Washington state because the broader WLAD is still in effect.  
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