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FACT SHEET

Introduction

After years of grassroots advocacy to raise awareness and provide support
for American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women impacted
by the intersection of gender-based violence and housing instability, the
National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center (NIWRC) is launching its
latest project to establish the STTARS Indigenous Safe Housing Center
(The Center). The Center will work to ensure safety and belonging through
Indigenous lifeways and dismantle systemic and endemic barriers that
impact housing access for survivors. The Center will accomplish this by
elevating culturally-rooted resources, practices and policies, and centering
survivors with lived experience, for real social change. It will also work
across the housing spectrum and will prioritize the housing needs of all

our relatives, including youth, elders, Natives with disabilities, Two-spirit
relatives, and other intersectional identities. This fact sheet will provide an
overview of the new Center, as well as information from our existing report
on housing instability and homelessness for survivors of gender-based
violence in our Indigenous Communities.

Land Acknowledgement -

We want to acknowledge

The one sun

The one moon

The one Earth Mother

The one People

Our winged, finned and four legged relatives.

We acknowledge all our relatives, the rocks, the mountains, the sacred
waters, the insect world and the plant kingdom.

We take a moment to breathe and connect with the land we are on.

We take a moment to breathe and acknowledge the ancestors, those that are
here and those that are yet to come.

We take another breath to acknowledge that our relationship with the land is
reciprocal,

that this land does not belong to us...

we belong to the land.
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Why We Started this Center

The need for safe, affordable and sustainable housing is a grave concern

for AI/AN gender-based violence survivors, the advocates and services

who seek to help them, and for their communities who value them. This is
especially true considering that domestic violence and sexual assault are
the leading causes of homelessness in most communities within the United
States. The shelter and housing “crisis” in Indian country and for AI/AN and
other Indigenous peoples is nothing new. Access to land and housing issues
have been present since the moment our Indigenous ways of life and tribal
communities were violated by colonization. A quick study on the eras of
federal Indian law and policy makes it clear that inhumane practices towards
AI/AN/Indigenous peoples and Indian Tribes have historically been the norm.
Housing is certainly not an exception and the basic lack of housing for AI/AN
peoples is factually the result of massive land theft, systemic removal, and
other intentional acts across the timeline of the United States’ history.

Thus, the housing crisis in Indian country has to be viewed first as a historical
injustice, one that has been utilized as a tool in the ongoing genoade ak-
Indlgenous populatlons, The ‘same is true for the high incid




Domestic Violence and Safe Housing for AI/AN
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Though there are 574
Federally Recognized Tribes
in the U.S., there are less
than 60 tribally-created or
Native-centered domestic
violence shelters.

Survivors

32%

The poverty rate for Al/
ANs living in tribal areas.
The poverty rate for AlI/ANs
living in metro areas is 22%,
and it is 28% in surrounding
counties.

K K

80%

The rate of unemployment

on some reservations. The

current unemployment rate

of AI/AN is equal to the rate

of unemployment during the
Great Depression.

Generally in the United States...

50% of the homeless populatlon identify domestlc
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Preventative Disability comunity
Climate Change

Work Public Health
Centers...

Incarcerated/Formerly Incarcerated
Mental Health/ Substance Misuse
Two-Spirit and LBGTQ+

Elders
Youth
Covid-19 Impacts
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How We Started

The |mpetus for this Center was created through our Natlonal Workgroup on




needs, we can start to see the outlines of what we need to change in our
existing framework.

The Workgroup continues to remain an essential element of the STTARS
Indigenous Safe Housing Center. The Center will to continue to bring
together advocates from diverse fields, backgrounds, regions, and
experiences to expand upon our thinking about what responsive training and
technical assistance could look like at the intersection of housing instability
and gender-based violence in our communities.

Housing Is a Human Right

The human rights framework is a legal approach that seeks to protect
civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. In other words, it is
the framework that is best equipped to address housing instability for AI/
AN survivors because it is a framework that does not compartmentalize
individual components of our lives. It is responsive because the full
realization of one of the rights under the human rights framework rests
on the full realization of every other right. The human rights framework
accounts for dignity, for equality and nondiscrimination, for due diligence
and accountability, and for prevention vs. remediation. It also places

Our Framework

Vision: Safe Housing for All Our
Relatives

Mission: The STTARS Indigenous
Safe Housing Center advocates for
safe housing for all our relatives.
We do this work through centering
Indigeneity, acknowledging our

relationship to Earth Mother,
building on each other’s gifts,
resisting oppression and erasure,
and acting upon the prayers of our
ancestors to honor diversity and
create belonging for us all.




primary focus on root causes and on accounting for historical injustices. As
is relevant for AI/AN peoples and Indian Tribes, the human rights approach
accounts for the rights of Indigenous peoples, specifically for sovereignty,
self-determination, culture, the care of Land and of the environment, and
on consent. Even further, the framework looks at systemic issues and
reframes them as state violence. A human rights approach focuses on state
responsibility to act proactively in order to prevent and protect against
gender-based violence by both private and governmental actors. Finally,
human rights specifically acknowledge that all people have the right to be
free from violence; namely, that we ALL have the right to safety. At its
core, the framework is simply one that promotes prevention. It is also a
framework that is in line with the current Federal Policy of self-determination
and promotion of tribal sovereignty with regards to Indian Tribes.

Conclusion

The work of STTARS Indigenous Safe Housing Center is collective in nature.
We cannot do this work without Indigenous survivor led spaces informing
our efforts. We need continued community and grassroots organizational
involvement. Understanding the nexus between housing instability and
gender-based V|olence in Indlan country is complex; '
| For mére inforr
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