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Remember My Name
This workshop examines systems and patterns of historical and present-day 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW). Emily will share 
information from her War Cry Case study. From her perspective: War Cry is 
a balance of strength and vulnerability to bring both history and justice 
forward. There is an erasure of the violence of Native women in the 
historical record. What tools can we utilize to 1) help us process the 
information and 2) bring our history and present-day cases forward? This 
workshop will show a model for others to research the history and patterns 
of violence in their tribes and communities. Examples will be given of 
strength and endurance of the people in the Northwest. Remembering and 
sharing the names.
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Humor and History
I add humor within my work, including the short film “Yakama War: Ayat.” I used this 
approach in order to address the stereotype that exists that natives are evil and hostile. 
Initially, I struggled to find the pathway to address this through film. The final conclusion 
came when I thought of a time when I was evil. As seen I used my Maleficent picture 
from Halloween. This is how I finally settled addressing this stereotype. There are 
numerous ways to address other people’s bias in history. We should find one that gives 
us a sense a peace, which is important when revisiting war. 
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The Yakima-Herald Republic Project



THOUGHTS?

■ How are Natives portrayed in history? 
■ Describe how State leaders addressed this. 
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IN 164 YEARS, OUR 
LOCAL PAPER HAS 

QUOTED THE  YAKAMA 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

OF THE YAKAMA WAR 5  
TIMES. 

Local
• September 2018
• October 2018
• November 2018 

(2)
• Jan. 8, 2019
Regional
• August 2017
• November 2018
National
• June 2018
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1856 Haller Journal

■ Lists Yakama Women Violated as the start of the Yakama War

■ His record is rarely cited in history books

■ Jo Miles, Kamiakin Country cites Haller



1856 MMIW Report to Governor Stevens



1856 MMIW Report to 
Congress



1904 Article 

Incorrect information about 
the start of the Yakama 
(Yakima) War is still on cited 
as fact. However, his father 
never lived in Yakima, or 
Washington. This further 
contributes to the erasure of 
MMIW and our Yakama 
women violated.



How did we get to the place where Natives are 
depicted as blood-thirsty in history books?

■ Once gold was found, Governor Stevens refused to wait for the Treaty of 1855 to be ratified by Congress before 
opening the land to settlers. Simultaneous with opening the land, Stevens announced that Non-Natives had the 
option to file “Claims for Damages by Indians (Cutler 2016).” Stevens also refused to offer any protection and 
process for Native Americans, including Yakama people that would face violence by gold miners. Cutler further 
discusses this dynamic and deadly cost for Native people in the Washington Territory: 

■ The first is the assertion that a “nation or tribe” is responsible for the actions of a member. The same did not 
apply to non-Native groups. Second, no process was set forth for the assessment of guilt or innocence of the 
targeted party.… When it came to alleged property damage or theft, Indians were assumed to be guilty unless 
proven otherwise. Third, no laws were established to allow Indians due process…Thus, George Wright, or any 
other commander, could draw from a wide range of punishments based on opinion, rather than law (2016, p. 
73).

■ The extraction of resources is connected to tragedies for Native people in the Northwest. 
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1910 Targeting Yakama 
Women



Thoughts?

■ Are we able to face this historical violence against 
Natives in the Northwest? 

■ Can we have a movement with historical and present cases 
of missing and murdered Native women?





Community Methodology

■ Researching the war, I became curious about the 
descendants of the Yakama War on the other side (militia 
and military). I asked many people if they knew anyone. 
People, asked why I was searching. This is why it’s important 
to know your purpose and themes.

■ This type of search needs community involvement. For that 
to occur, there is exposure which can surface vulnerability.





Suplina Hamilton, Militia in Yakama War

24

Courtesy Glen Hamilton, his great-great-grandson



Where should we go from 
here?  
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WAR CRY PODCAST



I wish you strength

■ We each have our pathway in this. Research sessions will range from exciting to 
exhausting. The shame and silence in systems within the tribal, local, state and federal 
governments may further perpetuate lack of answers and justice. Maybe this will cause 
confusion, sadness, or anger. 

■ When this point is reached, I share four words that were given to me when I 
considered pausing this work. In June 2018, I had just met Tara Gatewood (Isleta 
Pueblo), of Native American Calling, she hosting a powerful panel of Native women 
at the Women are Sacred Conference. During the Q&A, I had the opportunity to share 
my research with the Indian Wars. My voice shook because I feel accountable to the 
women. Yet, I was not sure if I could continue. The panel was supportive (Hughs, 
2018). Afterward, Tara shook my hand and said: I wish you strength.
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