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About Us

The National Indigenous Women’'s Resource Center (NIWRC) is a
national, Native women-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit advancing safety by
strengthening Tribal responses to violence and ensuring Tribal Nations
have the tools, resources, and authority to protect their citizens. We
provide training, technical assistance, policy development, and
advocacy grounded in the lived realities of Native women and
communities.

H H To provide national leadership to promote
M Ission safety for Native women and communities
by supporting culturally grounded
grassroots advocacy.

V' : Collective liberation through the
ISion - :
restoration of sovereignty and safety of
Native women and communities.




The Land
We’re On

The area now known as Durham, North Carolina, sits on the
ancestral homelands of Native peoples who have stewarded this
land for generations. Among the Tribal Nations with deep historical
connections to this region are the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi
Nation, whose ancestral villages were located along the Eno and
Haw Rivers, as well as the Sappony and other Siouan-speaking
peoples of the Piedmont.

Despite centuries of colonization, displacement, and policies
designed to erase Indigenous identity and sovereignty, Native
peoples in North Carolina continue to endure and lead. Today, the
state is home to eight state-recognized Tribal Nations: the Coharie,
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Haliwa-Saponi, Lumbee,
Meherrin, Occaneechi Band of Saponi Nation, Sappony, and
Waccamaw Siouan.

Durham has also become home to Native peoples from many
Tribal Nations, including those whose ancestral territories lie
elsewhere. As in many cities across the United States, Native
families have built community through intertribal relationships,
cultural gatherings, advocacy organizations, and educational
institutions.

The story of Durham is inseparable from the story of the Native
Nations who have lived on and cared for this land since time
immemorial. Their knowledge, traditions, and leadership continue
to shape the region today, reminding us that these lands remain
places of living Native presence, responsibility, and future.

























