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Tūtū Pele



Mo‘olelo of Pele
• Pele is often portrayed as a wanderer. 
• Most reported sighted Goddess, 

especially near volcanic craters and her 
home of Kilauea, one of the most active 
volcanoes in the world.

• She appears as either a very tall, 
beautiful young woman or an 
unattractive and frail elderly woman, 
usually accompanied by a white dog. 

• Mo‘olelo has it that Pele takes the form 
of an elderly beggar woman to test 
people – asking them if they have food 
or drink to share. 

• Those who are generous and share with 
her are rewarded, while anyone greedy 
or unkind is punished with their homes 
or other valuables destroyed.

• https://www.robertshawaii.com/blog/legend-behind-hawaiis-
goddess-fire/

https://www.robertshawaii.com/blog/legend-behind-hawaiis-goddess-fire/
https://www.robertshawaii.com/blog/legend-behind-hawaiis-goddess-fire/


The Legend of Pele



Ku‘u Poliahu
Kalani Pea



Ku‘u Poli‘ahu Lyrics
Olelo Hawaii 

• Mauna Kea kilakila keu ā ka uʻi
• Luhiehu ka Makua o kuʻu lani
• Poliʻahu ka wahine kapa hau anu 
• Pumehana ka wahine e ‘apo mai ē, ‘apo mai ē
• Hiʻi mai ke kuahiwi i ka moena hau
• Pōʻai nā hale a puni ka Makua 
• Ua kani ā ‘uʻina a māuna ‘ia
• E anoʻi pono nō e pūlama mau ē, pūlama mau ē
• Eō mai Poliʻahu e noho nani mai
• Poliʻahu ka Makua o kuʻu lani
• Mauna Kea kilakila keu ā ka uʻi
• Luhiehu ka Makua o kuʻu lani

English

• Majestic Mauna Kea, oh you’re exquisite
• The most appealing guardian, my heavenly one
• Covered in the blanket of snow, you are Poliʻahu
• This warmth of love, she embraces us 
• The slopes are embraced by the snow 
• Structures are built around the guardian
• Lightning and thunder occurs
• To long for the love, we must cherish her forever
• We call out to you Poliʻahu who sits amidst with beauty
• The appealing guardian, the most heavenly one
• Majestic Mauna Kea, oh you’re exquisite
• The most appealing guardian, my heavenly one
•
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Who is Poli‘ahu
• Older sister of Pele
• Known for beauty and compassion
• Water/ice Goddess
• Godfather Kane placed her on Mauna Kea 

(white mountain) with Lihau, the chilling 
rain who was constant-never left her

• Kane created her Wai-au, a  silvery pool 
to bathe and play in 

• Highly guarded and secured because of 
her beauty

• Holua races - Icy sled races
• “Ku-kahau-ula, the pink snow god, and 

Poliahu of the snow white bosom, may 
be seen embracing on Mauna-kea” 
(Ahuena Taylor July 1931:14-15).

• Holua races - Icy sled races

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://tenemosgoteras.blogspot.com/2016/07/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Poli‘ahu and Aiwohikupua
• The kane she fell in love with.

• He did not have luck with love; he rejected his first love, Puna Chiefess Laie I kawai; 
Hinaikamalama surfing in Lapahoehoe on Kauai. She fell in love with him, and he lost a bet with 
her, and the price was to marry her. 

• She was heartbroken and said to have used her abilities to freeze them with snow or increase the 
sun with her sister Hi’iaka; mo‘olelo also has it that Poli‘ahu froze Aiwhoi to death.

• https://www.wattpad.com/624840646-persephone-%E2%94%80-information-guide-poli%27ahu-and

• https://www.mkea.info/mauna-kea-moolelo/2021/10/25/the-love-of-poliahu-and-kkahauula-1

• https://hawaiiansweetscompany.com/pages/hawaiian-legends

https://www.wattpad.com/624840646-persephone-%E2%94%80-information-guide-poli%27ahu-and
https://www.mkea.info/mauna-kea-moolelo/2021/10/25/the-love-of-poliahu-and-kkahauula-1


Poli‘ahu



Poli‘ahu Lyrics English translation

http://motolyrics.com/teresa-bright/poliahu-lyrics-english-translation.html

http://motolyrics.com/teresa-bright/poliahu-lyrics-english-translation.html


The mo‘olelo of Pele & Poli‘ahu
https://youtu.be/XphauYeDc8A



Pele and Poli‘ahu
• Both Akua Wāhine

• Gifts and strengths that have 
been banished or turned 
negative upon contact and 
colonization

• Pele known as creator of land vs. 
destroyer - she clears land for 
what should be and needs to be

• Poli‘ahu keeps the land in her 
area lush and nourished with wai
to ensure there is food and 
vegetation for survival

• Resilience, beauty, and 
compassion come in various 
forms

• We must know this, and 
understand where we came 
from, to know where we are 
going



Mahalo

https://www.pouhanaonw.org/
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